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Some Key Words/Phrases That Describe Me: 

Chemist; College Professor; High School Teacher; Broad Science/Education Interests; Diverse 

Background; Experience Working Diverse Populations; Researcher; Writer; Author; Versatile; Creative; 

Passionate, Enthusiastic; Humorous 

 

Education 

Ph.D., Chemistry (Analytical Chemistry). Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, 1981. 

B.A., Chemistry, Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD, 1975 

Work Experience 

2000-present, Director of Educational Technology, Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart, 

Bellevue, WA 

1995-2000: High School Chemistry/Science Teacher, Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart, 

Bellevue, WA 

1991-1995, Associate Professor of Chemistry, Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre, PA 

1985-1991, Assistant/Associate Professor (tenured) of Chemistry, University of Wisconsin-

River Falls, River Falls, WI 

1981-1985, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 

1975-1981, Graduate Research/Teaching Assistant, Department of Chemistry, Purdue 

University, West Lafayette, IN. 

Selected Presentations/Projects 

In Our Laps, Forest Ridge School, a regular blog on the state of technology integration (and 

other things) at Forest Ridge School of the Sacred Heart.(www.jsphillips.net/frlap) This 

is a nice summary of much of the work that I have helped to initiate and foster at Forest 

Ridge 

Forest Ridge School OneNote Case Study, Microsoft Corporation, October, 2007. I organized 

and participated, along with select FR faculty and students, in this short video that 

highlights the creative classroom use of OneNote 2007. 

http://www.microsoft.com/casestudies/casestudy.aspx?casestudyid=4000001117 

Throwing Spaghetti to Estimate Pi, with Chris Pesce, High School Math Teacher, Forest Ridge 

School, at the 2007 Pacific NW Association of Independent Schools, All Schools 

Conference, Portland, OR October 12, 2007. An interactive math activity based upon the 

“famous” Buffon needle problem that includes some interactive presentation technology.  

Their Cheating Hearts? Plagiarism Detection in the Classroom, ”  2006 Pacific NW 

Association of Independent Schools, All Schools Conference, Seattle, WA, October, 

2006. I organized a panel discussion on classroom cheating with a focus on plagiarism 

detection tools, specifically Turnitin, which is used on a voluntary basis at Forest Ridge. 

The Power of the Pen: Tablet Laptops in the Classroom, Anywhere Anytime Learning 

Foundation Conference, Northeastern University, Boston, MA, June, 2006. Shared the 

Forest Ridge experience as a long time laptop school moving to tablets. 

mailto:johnsphillips@comcast.net
http://www.jsphillips.net/frlap
http://www.microsoft.com/casestudies/casestudy.aspx?casestudyid=4000001117


Integrating Video and Data Collection in the High School Science Lab, 2005 Pacific NW 

Association of Independent Schools, All Schools Conference, Seattle, WA. This is the 

2005 version of how to use the precise time frame of a digital video camera to collect 

data from a video image. Falls into the category of what goes around, comes around, as I 

led a workshop in 1988 for HS teachers using an analog video camera to do similar 

measurements! 

eBooks in Your Classroom, 2003 Pacific NW Association of Independent Schools, All Schools 

Conference, Seattle, WA. I’ve been a fan of electronic book in the classroom for a long 

time, and have encouraged our teachers and others to investigate these resources, 

particularly for the analytical/critical style reading that occurs in high school literature 

classes. 

The Care and Feeding of an Adolescent Laptop Program, Microsoft Anytime Anywhere 

Learning Conference, 2001. Having successfully nurtured a laptop program from birth 

through infancy, shared thought on what it means to be an “adolescent” laptop program, 

which like Peter Pan, will never grow up! 

Forest Ridge Case Study, Microsoft Corporation, 1998. Helped to coordinate and participated 

as a high school teacher using laptops in the classroom. 

Forest Ridge Case Study, Microsoft Anytime Anywhere Learning Summit, Seattle, WA, 

October, 1998. Keynote talk as part of the release of the video case study of the use of 

laptops at Forest Ridge. Talked and demonstrated some of my own teaching applications 

(interactive periodic table, PowerPoint electron configuration animations) 

Chemistry: Concepts and Applications, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2006. Co-authored a popular 

high school chemistry textbook (still used at Forest Ridge!). Selected as the head author 

of the text based on writing samples and interviews with the editorial staff.  From start to 

publication the book happened in less than a year. First published in 1996, last edition 

published 2006. 

A Test Item Bank to Accompany “Chemistry for Changing Times.”Prentice-Hall, 7
th

 edition, 

1995 

Awards 

Tandy Technology Scholar, 1998 (one of 100 in the country). Recognition of outstanding work 

in integrating technology into high school teaching 

University of Wisconsin Outstanding Teaching Fellow, 1987. Recognition as an outstanding 

teacher among young professors (less than 7 years of experience) in the University of 

Wisconsin system. 

 

Memberships 

American Association for the Advancement of Science 

American Chemical Society 

National Science Teachers Association 

Sigma Xi 

 

Previous vitae that document in more detail my college teaching ñlifeò follow. These are 

current as to the years of my last two job searches: 1995 and 1991. 


